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Zvezdana Majhen was born to teenage parents, who were incapable 

of taking care of her emotionally, nor financially. Thus she ended up in 

an orphanage and soon found safe shelter at a noble foster family. 

They were also her sound foundation and inspiration for personal 

growth that followed. The author is a preschool teacher with a college 

degree in psychology by profession. She lives and works in Ljubljana.  

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN FICTION/POETRY 

ZVEZDANA’S UNIVERSE OF POETRY AND RIDDLES 

Written by: Zvezdana Majhen 

Illustrated by: Polona Kosec, Erika Omerzel Vujić, 

Urška Stropnik Šonc 

Zvezdana’s Universe of Poetry and Riddles is a 

collection of the most wonderful poems by Slovenian 

poetress Zvezdana Majhen. Poems that combine the 

author’s and the reader’s desire to get closer to the 

light of truth and beauty, which glows like a firefly in 

the duskiness of ignorance and the often all to 

humdrum daily routine. Zvezdana’s Universe of Poetry 

and Riddles brings together the joy of solving puzzles, 

discovering and accepting a child’s world and their 

growing up, and simply being in wondering of creation, 

which is not owned by people, but which we all too 

often interfere with: we take ownership of it, we 

change it, instead of first and foremost admiring it. The mixture of words and images outlines the 

essence of a modern child’s world and that of the beings that are, to both children and adults, 

neighbours – despite them living in a field, nearby forest or in the sky. 

Format: 21 x 24 cm, colour print, hardcover 

No. of pages: 132 
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CHILDREN FICTION/POETRY 

VELVET BEINGS 

Written by: Zvezdana Majhen 

Illustrated by: Polona Kosec 

The collection of poems instils children with a love of all things living – nature, plants and, above all, 

animals. The empathy, affection and care for animals that permeates Zvezdana’s poetry helps 

children develop into more responsible adults. To be able to put yourself in someone else’s shoes 

and help them when they need a hand are values that children wholeheartedly like to internalise. 

Let’s teach them that we are also delicate velvet beings. 

Format: 16.5 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover 

No. of pages: 48 
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CHILDREN FICTION/POETRY 

CRADLE OF WORDS 

Written by: Zvezdana Majhen 

Illustrated by: Kristina Krhin 

Little poems for little readers. 

The collection of 34 poems is designed for kindergarten children and 

children between the ages of 5 and 8. Many of them are dedicated 

to books and the message they bring, also to family, the connections 

between family members, the environment in which we live, leisure 

time activities, holiday greetings and the happiness we all want. 

Format: 16.5 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover 

No. of pages: 60 

 

Synopsis 

The first cycle of poems carries the title WORDS ARE IMPORTANT. It talks about the creation and 

meaning of poetry, which originates in the poet’s imagination and nurtures the reader into a thinking 

and feeling being. It discusses the value of language and how words are used, especially when they 

are aimed at others. Words can also be ugly and in those moments we shouldn’t be proud of them. 

When we put words together we create books, valuable companions for both children and adults. 

The cycle ends with a poetic story about a storyteller whose mission is inspired by unconscious forces 

and to whom the author attributes magical powers. 

The title of the second cycle KIND THOUGHT already indicates that kind-heartedness and love are 

the central theme of the book. It talks about the power of a hug, children’s desire to be accepted, 

family, unconditional love, mothers and babies – but it also discusses serious topics such as death. 

The ODE TO THE SUN cycle praises the universe and cosmic order. In it, the sun–day and the moon–

night are presented to children. It also teaches about weather conditions and nature. 

The fourth cycle, ON A MERRY-GO-ROUND, puts children’s joyfulness, inquisitiveness and 

playfulness in words. It prepares children for their first big milestone in life – starting school. 

The last cycle, A MESSAGE TO HAPPINESS warmly welcomes happiness to visit lovely and kind 

people. Transformed into a winter and Christmas holiday scene, it describes the magical time around 

New Year’s Eve. The final words of the book are dedicated to the wishes we so love to express on this 

occasion – wishing peace, love, health and happiness. 
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Reading Sample 

CRADLE OF WORDS 

In a cradle of words  

The poet cradles his dreams, 

When they grow into a poem 

He lets it be read as it seems. 

 

Readers absorb poems 

With their vivid imagination, 

And slowly fill up 

Their gallery of admiration.  

 

A book of poems is more 

Than words that have been written, 

Look inside its pages 

Find a deeper meaning hidden. 

 

WONDERLAND 

 

Winds whirl and swirl, 

Little flakes of snow, 

You can barely see where you stand. 

Skyscrapers and flats,  

Meadows and churches, 

Transform into a wonderland. 

 

In this lacy winter, 

The castle is hidden,  

Behind a silver curtain. 

A prince awaits springtime, 

To bring him a princess, 

That he shall love for certain. 

 

WISH BOX 

 

The year has passed so quickly, 

The time has come to see, 

What wonderful things the wish box holds, 

For the future story that shall unfold. 

 

So full is the box with all sorts of things: 

Peace, love, health and happiness it brings 

And for children of all ages in it dwells – 
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A valuable necklace of wisdom, as well. 

 

The box shall stand among the birds, 

Open in the cradle of words, 

For ever and all the days in the year – 

Whomever you meet, tell them with cheer! 
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CHILDREN FICTION/POETRY 

THE RAINBOW OF APPRECIATION 

Written by: Zvezdana Majhen 

Illustrated by: Urška Stropnik Šonc 

A rainbow collection of poems for children that spreads a 

love of life, living creatures and our planet. One of the 

sources of inspiration for the book were the special days 

we celebrate on a global, international and national level 

that express mankind’s respect towards other living 

creatures, the planet, events and experiences that we have 

encountered throughout history. 

Format: 21 × 24cm, colour print, hardcover 

No. of pages: 76 

 

Synopsis 

The Rainbow of Appreciation is a collection of poems for children that captures the colourfulness of 

life. It teaches young children about how we make decisions as a society that have an effect on both 

us and the world around us. We follow the examples set by parents, grandparents, teachers and 

peers. One of the important aspects of a child’s upbringing is also literature. It broadens their 

horizons, helps their language development and increases their sensibility of written expression. 

The collection of poems is divided into seven sections according to the seven colours of the rainbow. 

Each section deals with a different topic – time, language and poetry, family values, love, nature 

and the environment, lies and the truth, and happiness. 

At the end of the book there is also a list of international and national commemorative days that we 

celebrate. The book is therefore an excellent tool for teaching as it provides the starting points for 

further discussion about all sorts of current issues in modern society: how we treat the environment, 

family life, the elderly, animals, poverty, addiction, saving money, breastfeeding, fire-fighting, and 

more. 
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Reading Sample 

TIME AND DATES 

So that man could measure 

A day, week, month and year, 

He looked to a sundial  

And suddenly it all became clear: 

 

The world turns and moves – 

Forever and always it will. 

When the sunlight disappears 

In comes the night and all stands still. 

 

Time is a real master 

That measures everything fair;  

Work, play and fun, as well,  

Each of them get its own share. 

 

As time and I get along so well 

And the dates I do respect, 

I never feel like being lazy – 

Time always keeps me in check! 

 

MY PROMISE 

I should feel guilty 

Cos' I sometimes neglect, 

To treat every book 

With the deserved respect. 

 

I sometimes read books 

And doodle on pages, 

I leave them on the floor 

Which might be for ages. 

 

Instead of me treating  

My books with much pride,  

I leave lots of cookie crumbs 

And juice spills inside. 

 

I'll look after books  

That I do swear, 

Just like a person 

About someone I care. 
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THE WORLD IS A BOOK 

The world is a big book 

Full of stories still to tell, 

And mysteries that life creates  

That hold us in their spell. 

 

The world is a big book 

We write its every word,  

And every now and again  

They're the wisest to be heard. 

 

To the end of my days  

I shall read this book with pride, 

And add with much love  

To what it holds inside. 
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